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Sir, I want to share with your readers a case of erosive mucosal
lesion due to the use of Neem juice. A patient reported with severe
burning sensation intra-orally on the right posterior region. On
examination, we found erosive lesions on the buccal mucosa (Figure 1).
The right mandibular molars had silver amalgam restorations of eight
years standing. Patient medical history was non-contributory. The
lesion presented with thick white reticular bands which was ulcerated.
The patient complained of burning sensation in that area on eating
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hot and spicy food. The lesion was diagnosed as an erosive lichenoid
reaction to amalgam restoration based on the clinical findings. Later the
amalgam restorations were replaced with tooth-coloured restorative
material and topical application of corticosteroid gel was prescribed.
Patient was recalled after 3 months. On recall, we found that the lesion
was not healed and the patient continued to complain regarding the
burning sensation. On detailed history, patient mentioned that she
drinks one glass of neem juice daily since she was diabetic. Patient was
then advised to stop drinking neem juice. Two weeks later the lesion had
subsided and the patient was completely free of symptoms. Hence, even
though various parts of the neem tree- leaves, flowers, seeds, fruits,
roots and bark have been used traditionally for variety of treatments, its
adverse effects needs to be warranted.
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